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"Mother's Practices in Dealing With Their Five-Year-

old Children‘s Aggressive Behavior"

Childhood 1is looked upon as an important developmental stage in one's
1ife. Psychologists assert that the first five years of a child's life
are critical formation of the child's personality, acquisition of Soclal
Skills, and progression toward the following developmental stages, all
depend upon this early development,

The child's experiences are greatly affected by his family enviroment;

partecularly, his mother,
Henceforth, it seems imperative that research studies focus on child reat-

ing practices adopted by mothers. This research may shed some light on

whether thereare constant consequences due to the variability in these
practices,

This study aimed at investigating the various techniques used by
mothers to deal with aggressive behavior.emitted by their five-year-old

children. To investigate this problem, the following questions were
tested:

1. Are there significant differences among mothers' techniques in deal-

ing with aggressive behaviors of their children attributed to mother's

educational level?

2. Are there significant differences among mother's techniques in deal-

ing with aggressive behaviors of their children attributed "tothe
mother's working status?

3. Are there significant differences among mothers! techniques dealing

with aggressive behaviors of their chlidren attributed to the child's
birth order?

4. Are there significant differences among mothers' techniques dealing
with aggressive behaviors of their children attributed to child's

gender?
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5. Are there significant differences among mother ‘s techniques in deal-
ing with aggressive behaviors of their children attributed to the

number of hours the mother spends with her children?

6, Are there significant differences among mothers' techniques in deal-
ing with aggressive behaviors of their children attributed to number

of hours the father spends with his children?

To answer those questions, a set of items was prepared by the reseac—

her. A hundred mothers who have fivee~year-old children were interviewed,

 The sample included working and non~working mothers from different educat-

ional level from Irbid.

The data obtained were statistically described, i.e, frequencies and

pefcentages were caleculated, then the results were analyzed using two-way

analysis of variance,

The following results were revealed:
1. The most commonly adopted technique by mothers todeal with aggressive
behaviors emitted by their children was the use of physical punishment.

2. Mothers were less strict towards aggressive among siblings than against

parents, but in both cases they restorted to physical punishment as a

technique to deal with aggressive behavior.

3, The majority of mothers encourged aggressive attiutdes outside the

home bu; did not allow such attitudes at home.

4. Techniques adopted by mothers to deal with aggressive behaviors of
their children varied according to the motherts educational level.

It was revealed that mothers who have higher educational levels resot-
ted to physical punishment.
5. Techniques adopted by mothers to deal with aggressive behaviors of

their children at home did not vary according to the mothers' working
status, It appeared that both the working and non-working mothers

used physfcal punishment to deal with aggressiveness.
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6. = Techniques adopted by mothers to deal with aggressive behaviors of

thelr children at home did net vary according to the child!s gender.

7. Techniques adopted by mothers to deal with aggressive behaviors of
birth order.

their children at home did not vary according to child's

8., Techniques adopted by mothers to deal with aggressive behaviors of

their children at home did not vary accdrding to number of hours the

father spends with his children,

9. Techniques adopted by mothers to deal with aggressive behaviors of

their children at home did not vary according to number of hours the

mother spends with her children.

s were discussed, and recommendations were suggested for
Ministry of Education, and Continuing
Other recommenda-

The result
concerned parties such as parents,
Education and Community Service at Yarmouk University.

tions for furture researches were suggested,
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